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 Stuart Wolf, Principal  January 2018 

Happy New Year to the entire Waddell Community! I hope that the 
holiday season was an enjoyable one that provided opportunities 
to spend time with friends and family. 

 

We are now entering one of our longest stretches of uninterrupted 
instructional time of the school year. We look forward to working 
together with you to provide your child with the essential skills in 
reading, writing, mathematics and Social Emotional Learning. 
Homework assignments will provide your child with practice and 
reinforcement of these skills as well as opportunities to apply 
these skills in problem solving situations. Please be sure to set 
aside a regular time for your child to do their homework. It could 
be shortly after they get home from school, before dinner or after 
dinner, but try to have it be the same time each day. Provide your 
child with a well-lit, quiet work place, away from the distraction of 
television, radio or music. Make sure that there are pencils, eras-
ers and paper available. Homework assignments are designed so 
your child should be able to do them independently. Helping them 
is OK, but please do not do the work for them. Remember that 
many of our grades have a daily independent reading assignment. 
A good habit to have is to ask your child about their homework 
every day. 

 

The beginning of a new year is an appropriate time to offer some 
parking lot safety reminders. For the safety of our children, please 
obey the posted “Entrance Only,” “Exit Only” and “Handicapped” 
signs. Always remain in your car when you are in the traffic lane. 
Remember that drop-off time in the morning is from 8:40-9:00 and 
pick-up time in the afternoon is at 3:25. Expect to spend some 
time in line – others are dropping off/picking up at the same times 
as you. It is important to be patient and cooperative with other 
drivers. With everyone’s cooperation, the parking lot empties 
quickly. 

 

Stuart Wolf   Aisha Florez 

Principal    Asst. Principal 

 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS 

Mr. Stuart Wolf 
Principal 

(860) 647-3393 

b51swolf@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Mrs. Aisha Florez 

Assistant Principal 

(860) 645– 6054 

aflorez@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Ms. Theresa Brown 

Secretary 

(860) 647—3392 

-------- 
Mrs. Carol Walker 

Nurse 
(860) 647-3394 

-------- 

Mrs. Melissa Lawton 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 

Mrs. Ashley Soltoski 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 
Cafeteria 

(860) 647-3396 
-------- 

Attendance 
 Hot Line 

(860) 647-3399 

Waddell Elementary School 

163 Broad Street, Manchester, CT 06042 

Principal’s Message 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  

  1 

NO 

SCHOOL 

2 3 4  

 7 8 9 10 

Len Cabral 

Storyteller  

Assemblies 

11  

 14 15 

Martin Luther 

King Celebration  

6:00-7:30pm at 

MHS  

16 17 18  

 21 

NO 

SCHOOL  

22 

PTA Meeting 

@6:30pm 

23 24 25  

 28 29 30 31   
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Kindergarten: 
Language Arts 

Students are now using the letter-sound relationships to read and write words. Students are working on segmenting 

words into sounds to sound-spell words. Students are also using the skill of blending individual sounds to read unfa-

miliar words. Students are well on their way on learning how to read and write some of the 44 high-frequency sight 

words. By the end of the year the goal is for every kindergartener to be able to read each of the 44+ sight words with-

out hesitation. The kindergarten students are continuing to have fun reading fiction and non-fiction texts during read-

ing workshops, shared reading, read alouds and guided reading. During those reading opportunities the students are 

learning to apply many reading strategies which we call their “reading powers”, such as sounding words out (sound-

power/ “stretchy the snake”), looking at the picture (picture-power/ “eagle eyes”), and looking for repetitive language 

(pattern-power), reading sight words fluently (snap word power) and to keep trying all the different strategies and 

never give up (persistence power). The students are also learning before, during and after comprehension skills, such 

as making predictions, retelling events sequentially, making connections, determining the character’s feelings, and 

author’s message and craft. Please help us enforce these comprehension strategies as home, both when you read to 

your child and when he/she reads aloud. Ask them who the characters are, where the setting is, what the problem and 

solution were and what happened first, next, then, last.  

Math  

In December students learned how to add by combining two groups/ sets (numbers) to get a total/sum. Students have 

been taught how to represent addition with an equation and also how to solve addition equations by counting all the 

objects in both the groups together. Students have also learned that when the number zero is added to any other 

number, the sum is equal to the other number (“the total quantity stays the same and 

doesn’t change”). Moreover, students learned that when the number 1 is added to any oth-

er number the total is one more than the number that 1 was added to. We will continue to 

go over the +1 and +0 concepts for the next two months so students become more fluent 

with adding 0 and/or 1. At the end of December, students learned to look for patterns in 

addition, specifically when finding various ways to make a number. This month we will con-

tinue to work on addition while also learning about subtraction. Students will learn that with subtraction you start 

with a group and you take away from that group. Kindergarteners will also learn that when you are subtracting, your 

amount will either stay the same (minus 0) or get smaller. By the end of the addition/subtraction unit your child 

should be able to add and subtract within five fluently (there are 21 addition facts and 21 subtraction facts) and be 

able to add and subtract within 10 with manipulatives and/ or by using the “counting on” “counting down” strategies. 

Please have your child practice adding at home: You can have them count how many forks and how many spoons are 

on the table and then add them together to get a total of utensils.  

Social Studies  

In December the kindergarten students learned about different holiday celebrations 

celebrated around the world through fiction and non-fiction books and group discus-

sions. Students should have come home with a holiday book with different craft pro-

jects they did in December. In January students will be learning about Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr.  
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Kindergarten Reminders:  
Upcoming Events  

PTA Meetings- Jan 22nd , Feb 26th, Mar 26th  

UConn Basketball game XL Jan. 27th  

No School- January 1st, Jan. 21st Feb. 18th and Feb. 19th  

Box-Top Collection Competition- Please cut and send in box-tops to help our school earn money.  

Social Thinking  

After a long winter break, students will spend some of January reviewing Whole body listening, thinking of and sharing feelings, 

and the group plan. Then we will dive into how to solve problems specifically focusing on three steps: 1. Breathe (try to calm 

down) 2. Think (think of ways to solve the problem) 3. Do. (Decide on what to do, and then just do it) Please remind your child to 

follow those 3 steps whenever an issue/problem arises.  

Reminders - 

 Please return your child’s “home-reading book bag” every Friday  

 Please empty your child’s Home-School Folder daily.  

 - Please help your child learn to tie his/her shoelaces, to put on and zip his/her winter jacket, and put on their hat 

and gloves. * ’Tis the season for stuffy and runny noses- Tissue Boxes are always a welcome donation, but NOT 

mandatory. Thank you!!  

First Grade:   

 

We hope you all had a pleasant holiday break with your friends and families! 

 

In January, we will be working on using more than one strategy to figure out the hard parts of words. We try 

something and then try something else to get the job done. Most of all, we don’t give up! 

 

In Writer’s Workshop, we are working on writing books about topics on which we are experts. 

Some of the interesting topics that our first graders are experts on are: basketball, gymnastics, 

cooking, horses, cats and flowers. We are making sure that our books include the different text 

features that we have learned about in Reader's’ Workshop. We are excited to share our pub-

lished books with you! 

  

In Math Workshop, we are learning different ways to add and subtract. We are working to understand the re-

lationship between addition and subtraction problems. The open number line is still an important part of our 

daily math lessons. The students are becoming more and more comfortable using a number line to count on 

and count back. We also began to solve addition and subtraction word problems. Keep practicing your addi-

tion and subtraction facts to 10!   

 

In Social Thinking, we continue to work making smart guesses and monitoring our behaviors so others have 

“Green” thoughts in their thought bubbles about us. During the Imagineering part of Social Thinking, we are 

learning how important it is to all have the same plan so our thoughts are all the same. If one person does not 

follow the plan, it does not work. 
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Second Grade:  
In reading, the students are continuing to select a variety of books on their own levels. Students are also 
learning how to pay close attention to nonfiction text features and keywords as they read, and they 
are  thinking about how these features help them to understand the text. In addition to this, ask them how 
they have been using the whole page to figure out the meaning of new vocabulary words. 
 

In our Writer’s Workshop students are becoming experts in writing informational papers about a variety of 
topics.  Students use an informational checklist to monitor their writing. Please ask your child how they hook 
a reader’s attention with an interesting lead.  They can also share how they use transitional words to elabo-
rate on a topic. 
 

In math, the students are learning a variety of strategies to add and subtract numbers to 100. 

 Number line 
 

 Hundreds chart 
 

 Decompose/Break Apart 
 

Students are also analyzing word problems to determine what opera-
tion to use to solve multistep problems.  Please encourage your child to use these strategies as they come 
across multi digit addition and subtraction problems.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Holidays! We hope that you and your family have a joyous holiday.  
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Third Grade: 

Happy New Year! We hope you had a restful and joyful holiday break! 

Reading 

In our nonfiction unit, we learned that the author sets up the text in ways to help us understand 

what we are learning! The photographs, the title, the headings, and captions can help get our mind ready to 

read! When we read nonfiction, we can become experts in the topic we are reading about, and can teach 

others about our new learning! Also, the author structures the text in a way to organize the information we 

are reading. Some structures used are Comparing/Contrasting, Sequence, Cause/Effect, and Problem/

Solution. We also learned that when we read two texts of the same topic, we can synthesize by putting the 

information from both texts together. Our next unit will be fiction, 

with an emphasis on the character! 

 

 

 

 

Math 

We completed our unit on building fluency in Multiplication and Division Facts. Your third grader has 

used the strategies that they like best to help them memorize their facts within 100. Also within this unit, 

students were able to read a word problem and wrote an equation to represent the problem. They also got 

the opportunity to write their own multiplication and division word problems!  We ended the unit with 

learning about area, and how this concept connects to what we know about multiplication! Students were 

able to find area by covering a given figure using standard and non-standard units of measure. We even 

challenged ourselves and showed how we can find the area of a figure by using the distributive property! In 

our next unit, we will be learning about place value, and adding and subtracting within 1,000! 

Writing 

In Writing, we have been polishing the drafts of our true stories! We learned that to make our story 

interesting, we must have an eye-catching beginning to make the reader want to keep reading. We also 

learned that we must tell our story like a storyteller, not a reporter, and we do this by including things like 

dialogue between characters, and using descriptive details to allow the reader to make a movie in their 

mind. We have been experimenting with organizing our pieces into paragraphs, so that we have a solid be-

ginning, middle, and end in our pieces. Lastly, we make sure our last paragraph has an ending that includes a 

memory or a feeling of the event that occurred in the story. The students are eager to share their published 

pieces! In our next unit, we will research and write a nonfiction piece!  
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Fourth Grade: 

 

Math- In December students worked on multiplying 2-digit 
by 2-digit numbers. We also started our unit on division. Students 
worked on using a representation to divide larger numbers by sin-
gle digits.  As always, students will 
learn different strategies for divid-
ing and should use the strategy 
that works best for them. Many 
fourth graders have now mastered 
all multiplication tables and are 
moving onto studying division 
facts.  Please remember to also 
have your child practice their basic 
fact skills each night. It’s important 
that they don’t fall behind. 

 
 

Language Arts- During the month of December we began our 
nonfiction unit in reading. Students did a great job identifying the 
structures of nonfiction articles. We also published our narrative 
stories and had writers’ celebrations.  We are so grateful for the 
fantastic turnout we had from all of our families. They did a great 
job! We are now starting our new unit on persuasive writing. Stu-
dents began planning the topic they would like to argue with rea-
sons to support their beliefs.   

  

Please remember to have your child read each night and rec-
ord any extra minutes they read on their UCONN calendars! As al-
ways, students should be reading just right books.  Our school  

library offers wonderful books for the  
students to read each night. 



 8 

Art News 

December happenings from the Art room with Mrs. Nelson & Mr. Davies 

Such a fun and busy time of the year for all! 
 
 
Kindergarten: Mrs. Nelson 

Kindergarteners used horizontal, vertical and diagonal lines to create a snowflake collage 
for the Winter Song Share and the children were so excited to use these and bring them 
home! 
Kindergarten: Mr. Davies 

Students in Kindergarten are getting into the spirit by using a mixed media of collage, draw-
ing, printmaking, and origami to create this winter scene of a Fox.  
 

First Graders: Mr. Davies 

Students in first grade are practicing their cutting and collaging skills by  making paper bag 
sculptures of owls 

 
 

 
 
 
 
First Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

Students were shown a read aloud book called Owl Babies by  M. Waddell (ask them who baby owl want-
ed).  After talking about owls students learned all about texture.  To create their own textures they  added 
lines to their torn branches to create bumpy tree bark, used a pom pom to paint their fluffy baby  owls, just 
like the illustrations in the book, and drew on lines to add feathers and other details.  
 

Second Grade: Mrs. Nelson  Weaving was a hit! We had a discussion about why Native Americans created 
weaving, what they could have used for supplies and then made our own paper looms to weave.  When 
the weaving was completed students added Native American symbols and/or their own symbols on their 
weaving. 
Second Grade: Mr. Davies is currently working in both painting and sculp-
ture. The second graders are developing a watercolor painting about owls 
with the learning focus on the use and effect of warm and cool colors. In 
addition to their painting they are creating small owl themed ornaments 
using recycled materials.  
 
Third Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

I can’t wait to see the finished product of what the third graders have been 
working on.  We started a winter landscape drawing whimsical trees in the 
foreground and background. Some of us have started painting using tints in 
the cool color family. They are looking soooo good already!  More to come. 
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Art News Continued… 

Mr Davies’ third graders are currently working on a 
painting that centers around the contrast between warm 
and cool colors.  
Fourth Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

Fourth graders are working hard on yarn weavings using 

cardboard looms.  Most students find this relaxing as one student said 

“this is oddly addicting.”  

 Fourth Grade:  Mr. Davies: Fourth Graders are using Origami relief 

sculptures to create radial symmetric works of art. 

 

 
 
*****On a side note, if you have materials (buttons, yarn, etc…) 
or want to recycle any magazines, newspaper, paper towel rolls 
or similar items items, these are things the art room can always   

      use and will be appreciated!! 

Enjoy your Winter Break!!     Thank you, Mrs. Nelson and Mr. Davies  

    Music News 

Waddell Families, 
 
We would like congratulate all of our Waddell students who performed beautifully in the Winter Song Share! 
 
To prepare for the Song Share students needed to learn and practice how to: 
-work together as a team in a large group. 
-sing in parts. (especially our third and fourth graders, but even our first grade students sang a round!) 
-use proper vocal techniques:  posture, singing without shouting, blending their voices together. 
-move expressively through music (K-2) 
 
In addition to preparing for the Song Share, our students have continued working on rhythmic patterns, tonal 
patterns and listening skills. 
 
In January, 4th Grade students will have the opportunity to audition for Town-wide Honors Chorus! We will 
be sending home an audition contract to sign which describes the audition process, the honors chorus re-
hearsal schedule, and details about the Town-wide Concert which will take place in April. 
 
3rd Grade parents: Look out for information on ENCORE-Art and Music Enrichment which will begin during 
January. 
 
We look forward to starting the new year with everyone. Students will continue to learn how to be tuneful, 
beatful and artful in a variety of ways. 
 
Musically, 
Mrs. Nicole Dickinson and Mrs. Lisa Kerkin-Bundy 
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January Fitness Calendar 
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STEM News 

Science Fair 
We are very excited to have almost 60 students registered for the Invention 
Convention with Science Fair! Students have determined their category and 
now should be deciding on a topic. We will be sending out more information 
to participants next week. We expect to have help sessions  in January or 
February for those who need it. Until then, please contact your STEM Spe-
cialist if your child needs help or if you would like advice on how to coach 
them. Remember that project topics must be approved by the STEM Special-
ists. Our Science Fair night will be Wednesday, March 13, 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten students have been explor-
ing force and motion. They have learned 
that a force is a push or a pull on an ob-
ject that makes it move. Students walked 
around the school and hunted for different 
things that could be pushed or pulled. We were impressed with all of the different things they noticed on the 
walk. They have also explored how much force is needed on an object in order to make it move, stop, or 
change direction. Ask your child: How much force would they need to move a heavier object vs. a lighter 
one? 
 

1st Grade 
First graders have been exploring sound. They learned that vibrating objects 
can make sound and that sound can make objects vibrate. As they experi-
mented with their voice and different kinds of materials, they found that they 
could change the pitch and the volume of sounds. They applied this knowledge 
to make musical instruments.  Ask your child to explain how they used a ruler 
to make sound effects for a cartoon of a bouncing ball. 
 
 
 

 
2nd Grade 
Our second graders became marine engineers this month as they built model boats. The purpose of this was 
for students to gain experience in how engineers choose appropriate ma-
terials for their projects. First, students worked in groups to test a variety 
of materials, evaluating them based on properties such as buoyancy, 
strength, flexibility and if they are waterproof. They applied what they 
learned to design and build boats that would float well and carry a load of 
pennies.  Each group tested their boat, collected data, and redesigned it 
to improve their results. Ask your student: How many pennies did your 
boat hold and how did their group make improvements? 
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STEM News CONT... 

3rd Grade 
Third graders have continued to learn about traits and heredity. Students learned 
about a place called “Lizard Island” where a new type of lizard was introduced to 
the environment that was not native to the area. This lizard hunted the green liz-
ards that were already there. Some of those lizards were strong climbers and 
some were not. This lesson taught us about natural selection and gave students a 
strong understanding of how the lizards passed down the trait of being good climb-
ers to their offspring. Ask your child: What made the green lizards good climbers? How did being a good 
climber affect their chance of survival?   
 
 

4th Grade 
Fourth grade students are finishing a unit on structure and function of 
plant and animal parts and how it allows them to survive, reproduce 
and grow. Students just finished their performance task where they 
were given a villain with three specific abilities. The job of the students 
was to create a “super creature” that had 3 adaptations to defeat the 
villain. The fourth grade students were so creative with creating their 
super creatures and came up with some really creative adaptations 
and reasons for why they chose those adaptations. Ask your child: 

LIBRARY NEWS 

In the library, we celebrated ‘Hour of Code’ with coding 

activities. ‘Hour of Code’ is a one-hour introduction to com-

puter science that is celebrated by tens of millions of stu-

dents in over 180m countries. Waddell students were en-

thusiastic to participate and add our school to the map. 

In grades K-1, students met Bee-Bot and learned how to 

program him to navigate a grid of letters to find the first 

letter in their name.  

In grades 2-4, students logged onto code.org and programmed using blockley based coding to navigate Angry 

Bird and Scrat through each given puzzle.  

 

 

 

 

 

Continue coding at home by visiting our library webpage for activities!  

https://goo.gl/JgEPoJ 

https://goo.gl/JgEPoJ

